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Gleanings From the Field

Leader Spotlight

Mike Moser
Life Skills Manager - The Harbor
A Ministry of Portland Rescue Mission

Earlier this year, in the Spring, we were
introduced to The Harbor — A year-long
program for men which focuses on
addictions recovery, spiritual renewal and
life skills; including counseling, education
and vocational training. Mike Moser, a
leader from The Harbor, was looking for
opportunities where the guys could serve
in the community, and they heard about
Catalyst through a mutual friend.

Now, 4-months and 4-projects later, we've
built a FANTASTIC PARTNERSHIP! The
Harbor guys are really appreciating the
hands-on experiences they’re having on
our projects, and we’re thankful for the
hard work and sincerity they bring. They
are becoming friends to many of us, and
we’re so thankful to have them all become
part of Catalyst’s extended family.

Thanks and kudos to Mike Moser for
sharing the vision with the Harbor guys,
recruiting them for the projects, and
working hard along with them. We really
appreciate you, the guys you serve, and
the rest of the Portland Rescue Mission
staff that enables such a valuable
partnership!

You can learn more about The Harbor at
https://portlandrescuemission.org/men

- J

Praises & Prayers

Qow about you? What do you have that can be placed in the Hands of the Master?

Jesus Does Amazing Things With What We Put In His Hands

ﬁone of us really knows exactly what the Lord is doing when He calls us to join His work. In fact, | think@

sometimes we can get so caught-up in trying to figure it out that we can become discouraged in doing what He
asks of us...especially when we don’t see the results we think we should.

Through the projects and people of Catalyst, I’'m coming to a much broader understanding of what it means to
be a servant of Jesus. I’'m reminded of the time when He looked at a vast mob of thousands of hungry people
who gathered to listen to Him teach on a Galilean mountainside, and he told the disciples beside Him to feed
them all. As they scoffed dumbfounded at the impossibility of the situation, one of them brings a young boy to
Jesus and says “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among
so many?” Then Jesus proceeds to do the impossible, miraculously breaking the bread and fish into pieces
and feeding all the people in groups of hundreds and fifties - until everyone was satisfied and several basketfuls
remained. What we now know as “The Feeding of the 5,000” became a spiritual benchmark in the life-journeys
of all those people who were blessed by the Hands of Jesus that day.

A few days ago, Catalyst finished a massive home-restoration
project for a low-income single mom; which | know will become
a spiritual benchmark for her, her 3 kids, her neighbors, and
some of our volunteers as well. Over the course of 4 days,
60+ volunteers donated their time and energy to replace
crumbling siding (about 65% of the home), repaired structural
dry-rot, removed and rebuilt the most hazardous deck I've ever
seen, and painted the whole dang house...for free...with the
explanation that the $15k-$20k-valued project was a gift from
the Person, and people, of Jesus.

She cried a lot, and gave lots of hugs. Deep conversations o S RN ST
about Church, the Bible, God, and His pursuit of her and her Volunteers with Ms. Bohna and her 2-year-old, “Ducky”
kids, happened throughout the project and are continuing now  Project Partnership with Westside — A Jesus Church

that all the people are gone and the noise has abated. As

the project was happening, 3 of our volunteers befriended a set of sisters next door who had just lost their
mother, ministering and praying for them. Each day, neighbors walked and drove by asking who the heck we
were; and when we told one man what was happening, he cried and said he wanted to volunteer with us.

None of us who worked on the project knows precisely how Jesus will use this experience in His ongoing
journey with all the various people touched by it. Our job is not about strategizing outcomes for the people
involved, but about following Jesus into the world, offering the contents of our satchels into His Hands so that
He can do amazing things with them...each of us doing our own small part to join Him in His work.

Construction projects might not be your thing, but each one of us has talents and resources that can be of
great value in the work of the Kingdom all around us every day.
—Shawy
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. NEW FINANCIAL SUPPORT NEEDED - Our projects are very well supported through fundraising, grants, and business sponsorships (praise
God!), but the “Missionary Support” of Catalyst Network (the “Church Side”) needs some bolstering. Please pray that God will raise up new
supporters. Please email Shawn with any questions about this — shawn@catalystnw.org

e CONTINUED SAFETY ON PROJECTS — We are amazed and thankful that we’ve had no serious accidents in all these years of mobilizing
volunteers to do construction work. When people ask how, | say “We pray a lot...and we also do everything we possibly can to keep volunteers
safe.” Please pray for God’s ongoing protection of our volunteers as they scrape & cut & hammer & shovel on our projects!

. MARK YOUR CALENDARS — CATALYST’S “BUILDING HOPE DESSERT” on NOV. 6 — This annual celebration of our work was interrupted
last year due to COVID closures, but we are planning to gather — with masks if necessary — at Grace Chapel in Wilsonville. More details soon!
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CATALYST NW VISION

We envision a reality where followers of Jesus are valued for their kindness and generosity toward people in their communities; demonstrating God’s
presence in ways that transform neighborhoods, equip ordinary people to become His heroes, and draw new people into His family.

Mail: P.O. Box 1922, Beaverton OR 97075

Phone: 971-245-6555

Web: www.catalystnetworknw.org




